A pastoral letter to the churches and the people of Zimbabwe
13 July 2020
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Your Excellencies:
To the churches and people of Zimbabwe,
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with approximately half of the entire population facing hunger, staggering
As you are
well aware, therates,
spreadcorruption
of the COVID-19
pandemic the
has demonstrated
howout
many
unemployment
and insecurity,
country is crying
for effective
countriesaccompaniment.
are ill-equipped and poorly resourced to respond to an emergency of this scale and
magnitude. It has exposed the deeper crisis which is a result of the current economic and
The model,
COVID-19
pandemic
has exacerbated
challenges
andplanet
seriously
development
namely
the exploitation
of resourcesthe
in economic
a manner that
destroys the
affected
the already
fragile
public health and education systems. The ongoing
and leaves
the majority
of people
in poverty.
medical doctor’s strike has caused millions of Zimbabweans – including children and
pregnant
– to have noopening
access to
tocollectively
essential medical
This moment
offerswomen
us an unprecedented
examine care.
the current order and
b ild back be e a diffe en
em ha n
e he heal h ellbeing and e ilience f
While we understand the gravity of the challenges posed by the pandemic, we also
communities and the planet for generations to come. Here we would like to underline that
recognize that the root causes of corruption and the longstanding failure to protect
COVID-19 recovery measures and policies must be compatible with urgent and ambitious action
human rights lie in failed governance structures.
to address the climate crisis.
We condemn the increasing use of force, violence and intimidation against people
protesting these failures, targeting particularly those deemed to oppose the current
government. We are particularly concerned about the mistreatment of political
activists and other advocates for human rights. We strongly condemn the sexual
abuse and violence against women activists. We find the incarceration of journalists
and political leaders unacceptable.
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We are encouraged by the ongoing ministry of churches in Zimbabwe to serve the
most vulnerable and call on you to keep remembering the ‘least of these’ even as
you remain steadfast in your hope in Christ Jesus. May your voice continue to be
raised on behalf of the most vulnerable.
13 July 2020
We believe that the God of life calls us into action for justice for the oppressed. We
pledge our solidarity with you as we lift up your cries for justice, dignity, and
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Your Excellencies:
family. Hold steadfast to the faith that we share, which binds us together in Christian
unity, andthe
compels
us to seek
justice (WCC),
and work
for Communion
peace.
Our organizations,
World Council
of Churches
World
of Reformed
ChurchesIn(WCRC),
Lutheran World Federation (LWF) and Council for World Mission (CWM), have
solidarity,
followed with profound concern how the COVID-19 pandemic and the related economic crisis
have continued to destroy lives and livelihood around the world. To date this has resulted in
more than half a million deaths, massive unemployment, increase of debts, poverty, and
Rev. Prof. Dr Ioan Sauca, WCC Interim General Secretary
inequality in many parts of the world.
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offering fiscal measures to support public health response, temporary debt relief for the poorest
countries, and emergency financing facilities as agreed at your last meeting on 15 April 2020. We
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coordinated and coherent manner. At the same time, we think that more can and ought to be
done to mitigate human suffering and promote a truly just and sustainable recovery.
Rev. Dr. Martin Junge, LWF General Secretary
As you are well aware, the spread of the COVID-19 pandemic has demonstrated how many
countries are ill-equipped and poorly resourced to respond to an emergency of this scale and
magnitude. It has exposed the deeper crisis which is a result of the current economic and
development model, namely the exploitation of resources in a manner that destroys the planet
and leaves the majority of people in poverty.
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Bishop Ivan M. Abrahams, WMC, General Secretary
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