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C/o Padmore Kufa 
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Contact Telephone Number +61 414 477 659  

Email: zimdiasporavoteaussienz@gmail.com  

 

30 September 2022 

 

Your Excellency 

President Dr. Hage G. Geingob 

Chair 

SADC Organ on Politics, Defence and Security Affairs 

 

Dear Dr. Geingob, 

 

Re: Appeal for SADC Intervention on Zimbabwe Diaspora Vote Request. 

 

We are a group of Zimbabweans living outside Zimbabwe, and need to vote during 

Zimbabwe’s elections like our colleagues from some SADC Countries we live in the diaspora 

with. Angola, Botswana, Eswatini, Mozambique, Namibia, South Africa have their citizens 

living abroad voting in national elections, and Tanzania and Zambia are working towards 

putting in place mechanisms to allow their citizens living in the diaspora to vote. 

 

Zimbabwean President, His Excellency, President Emmerson Mnangagwa announced his 

commitment to work towards putting in place mechanisms to allow Zimbabweans to vote 

from their domiciled countries in 2023 during a meeting with Zimbabweans on the side lines 

of the United Nations General Assembly in September 2018 (Check YouTube link to 

President Mnangagwa’s address to Zimbabweans in New York 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=onN0bCx3TI0).  

On 15 April 2022, we wrote to President Mnangagwa reminding him of his 2018 

commitment, and asked what progress had been made to implement the diaspora vote, 

requesting to know the challenges, if any, had been faced in fulfilling the commitment, 

offering to help if we could (See attachment 1 – letter to President Mnangagwa). We did not 

get a response.  

After our letter to the President, there were media reports contradicting President 

Mnangagwa’s commitment to implementing the Diaspora vote. The Minister of Justice, 

Legal and Parliamentary Affairs Honorable Ziyambi Ziyambi told parliament that there 

would be no diaspora vote (See link for details https://www.newzimbabwe.com/minister-
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scorns-diaspora-vote-says-zimbabwe-does-not-have-foreign-constituencies/). Ruling Party 

Zanu PF’s Political Commissar, Patrick Chinamasa said diaspora vote would only take place 

after sanctions imposed on Zimbabwe had been removed (check the following link for details 

https://allafrica.com/stories/202106250512.html). It should be noted that it is not the 

Zimbabweans living in the diaspora who have caused sanctions to be imposed on Zimbabwe, 

so sanctions should not be used as an excuse to deny us our right to vote. 

After failing to get a response to our letter of 15 April 2022 from the President, we petitioned 

the Parliament of Zimbabwe on 8 September 2022 praying for Parliament to make legislative 

and/or Constitutional amendments to enable us to vote (see attachment 2 – Petition to 

Parliament of Zimbabwe). There has been no response to this petition, more than 21 days 

after submission. 

On 26 September 2022, we petitioned President Mnangagwa in accordance with Section 59 

of the Constitution of Zimbabwe, which grants citizens of Zimbabwe the freedom to 

demonstrate and to petition authorities peacefully (see attachment 3). Our petition was 

marked to the attention of Dr. Misheck Sibanda, Secretary to the President and Cabinet. 

There has been no acknowledgement of receipt of that petition. 

The contradictions that have come out from some sections of the ruling party indicate a 

deliberate perpetuated attempt to violate our right to vote enshrined in the constitution. 

Justice Minister Ziyambi Ziyambe has said the diaspora cannot vote because the constitution 

does not allow diaspora vote. But if that was the case, the Constitution has been amended by 

Parliament before to remove the running mate close (see the following link for the full story 

https://www.newzimbabwe.com/senate-passes-controversial-amendment-bill-no-2-scraping-

presidential-running-mate-clause/). We believe if there was a will, and if there was a real 

need to amend the constitution, it would have been amended in 2018 when the President 

announced his commitment to the diaspora vote. After submitting our petition to Parliament 

on 8 September 2022, we came across members of another group of Zimbabwe which had in 

May 2021 submitted a petition to Parliament. A member of the group shared some of their 

documents on their admissible similar petition (Se attachment 4), but more than a year later, 

Parliament has not moved to take the necessary steps to ensure the diaspora vote was possible 

in 2023 as per President Mnangagwa’s expressed commitment.  

In our view, it is not necessary to amend the constitution to allow the diaspora vote, because 

the Item 1(2) of the Fourth Schedule of the Constitution of Zimbabwe specifically states that 

The Electoral Law may prescribe additional residential requirements to ensure that voters 

are registered on the most appropriate voters roll, but any such requirements must be 

consistent with this Constitution, in particular with section 67. That part of the Electoral Act 

can be amended to enable polling stations to be created in the country of residency of 

diaspora voters. But all the same if a constitutional amendment was necessary, Parliament 

should have moved to make the amendment. 

 

We view the failure to at least acknowledge our correspondence to the President, and to 

petitions to Parliament and to the President as deliberate efforts to deny us the diaspora vote, 
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and portray the President as lacking the executive authority to enforce the implementation of 

the diaspora vote after committing to ensuring that Zimbabweans citizens in the diaspora 

could vote in 2023. 

We humbly and kind appeal to you to present our case to SADC and encourage our President, 

who we believe may not have received our communication, to exercise his executive 

authority and direct the Ministry of Justice, Legal and Parliamentary Affairs to draft the 

necessary amendments to the legislation and/or constitution to make practical our right to 

vote contained in sections 56 (1), 67(3a) and 155 (1c) of the constitution of Zimbabwe. 

We are willing to discuss with you or the relevant officials in the SADC Directorate for 

Politics, Defence and Security Affairs or other delegated persons. For further details, please 

contact Padmore Kufa, Spokesperson for the Zimbabwe DiasporaVote Initiative on +61 414 

477 659 or email us on zimdiasporavoteaussienz@gmail.com 

 

The Zimbabwe DiasporaVote Initiative looks forward to a fruitful engagement with the 

SADC Organ for Politics, Defence and Security Affairs 

Yours sincerely 

 

 

Rosewiter  Mangiroza 

Chair 

Zimbabwe DiasporaVote Initiative 

Cc:  His Excellency, President Hakainde Hichilema, Deputy Chair – SADC Organ on  

   Politics, Defence and Security Affairs 

  Directorate: SADC Organ on Politics, Defence and Security Affairs 

  SADC Secretary General 

  SADC Parliamentary Forum 

  African Union 

 Pan African Parliament 

  United Nations 

  International Parliamentary Union 

  Dr. Misheck Sibanda, Office of the President and Cabinet, Government of Zimbabwe 

  Clerk of Parliament, Republic of Zimbabwe 

  Speaker of Parliament, Republic of Zimbabwe 

  Party Chief Whips in Parliament of Zimbabwe 

  Hon. Themba Mliswa, Independent MP, Parliament of Zimbabwe 

  Polad Legal Committee 
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